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I.—Foreien Poutics. 


THE Sahachar of the 22nd November says that henceforth the hill 
tribes will live under British protection, and the 
Amir will not interfere with Chitral, will get 18 
lakhs instead of 12 Jakbs as annual subsidy, and will possess the right to import 
any quantities of arms and ammunition through English territory. These are 
the results of the Cabul Mission, as at present known. Thehill tribes can brook 
no control, and they give some trouble to the Amir; hence by handing them 
to the Government of India the Amir will obtain some relief. As to non- 
interference with Chitral, that will involve Abdur Rahman in no loss. It, 


The result of the Cabul Mission. 


however, looks like impossible that he will allow a railway line to be constructed 


in his country up to Herat. So, if these are all the terms that have been agreed 
upon between the Government of India and the Amir, then the advantage 
surely lies with the latter. 

rhe writer is not in the confidence of the Government. Possibly this 
transfer may bring an accession of strength to the Empire; but it may also lead 
to quite opposite results. Under the English Government the hillmen will 
not only become first-class warriors, but will also learn to discuss politics. And 
then if a war with Russia ever breaks out, they will surely join the Russians as 
they will not have forgotten their loss of freedom. Party spirit runs high in 
Afghanistan. Though Abdur Rahman may remain a faithful ally all his life, 
his successor on the throne of Afghanistan may not take his view of the ques- 
tion., The military counsellors of the Government of India may be very 
far-seeing, but to the writer, it seems that the policy of giving so much indul- 
gence to Afghanistan cannot be a sound one. hatever the favour that is 
shown to these hill tribes, they will never willingly acknowledge the supremacy 
of England. But this is His Excellency’s last throw, and it is to be hoped that 
he will win. 


2. The Hitavadi of the 23rd November says that from the time Sir 
The Darand Mize Mortimer Durand entered Afghanistan there was 
wien pea cause for alarm and anxiety, but that feeling of 
uneasiness has now passed away. For a long time evil rumours regarding the 
Amir Abdur Rahman had been systematically circulated by the Anglo-Indian 
press. It is therefore a matter of congratulation that by his actions the Amir 
has been able to give the lie to these insinuations of his vilifiers, and that his 
reception and treatment of the Mission has been such as could be given only by a 
hospitable Kastern potentate. Englishmen now and then try to make it out that 
the Amir is an uneducated and unstatesmanlike ruler, but the Amir has now 
given unmistakable proof of ability and the possession of statesmanlike qualities. 
Himself a powerful ruler, he always consults the wishes of his subjects, thereby 
setting an example to the English Government itself. Any trace of distrust 
that may have lurked in the minds of Englishmen in connection with the 
Amir seems to be now removed. And if the frontier difficulties have been now 
set at rest, every one must admit that the Mission has been eminently successful. 
But if those difficulties remain as they were, then there can be no denying that 
the crores of rupees spent on the Mission have gone for nothing. It may also 
be noted here that the war party in India is so strong that there 1s no ote 
when the sword will be drawn from the scabbard. Indeed, Sir Mortimer an 
his party had scarcely crossed the frontier on their return journey when, at a 
banquet in the Northbrook Club, in honour of the coming Viceroy, Lord 
Rosebery declared that there was no indication of the frontier difficulties being 
satisfactorily settled, and that on his arrival in India Lord Elgin would find his 
position anything but pleasant. On the one hand the people are told that the 
Cifliculties have been got over, on the other they are told that they have not 
een. 


3. The Sanjivani of the 25th November says that New Chaman will 


The result of the Cabul Mission. that the arrangement spoken of by the Pioneer 
about the delimitation of the frontier may prove advantageous to the English 
Government. If, after spending crores of rupees on the Mission, at least a 
settlement of the frontier has been an accomplished fact, 1t cannot but be 
regarded as a gain. It is, however, a matter of speculation a8 to whether the 


henceforth form a. part of the Indian Empire, and._ 


SaHacHaR, 
Nov. 22nd, 1893. 
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Nov. 23rd, 1898. 


BAKJIVANI, 
Nov, 25tb, 1898. 
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English Government will remain content with it forall time to come, and whether 
the frontier tribes will live peacefully under the British flag. 

The writer feels alarmed at the announcement in the Indian Daily News 
that the Amir is to receive a ldryer pension than heretofore, and says that the 
Indians are already groaning under taxation, and will now have to pay the 


exchange compensation allowance to Europeans and Eurasians just sanctioned by 


Lord Lansdowne. And if a larger stipend has now to be paid to the Amir, 


Lord Lansdowne will surely leave behind him a monumental reputation. There 
is no one to look to India’s moncy, and it is therefore being squandered freely 


and without let or hinderance. 


4. The Bangavasi of the 25th November says that, speaking at the 


hs sicai ob thas tbe tikes farewell dinner given to Lord Elgin in England 


| Lord Rosebery said, among other things, that the 
Indian frontier question was not yet settled. The writer fails to understand 


what his Lordship meant by this. Has the Cabul Mission, on which money 
has been wasted like water, and which has earned. Sir Mortimer Durand 
such a name, failed in its object? And are all the rumours about its 
success false? Lord Rosebery’s words have roused great suspicions in the 
writer’s mind. | 

Sir Mortimer has returned from Cabul after successfully accomplishing the 
object of his mission. May he livelong! ‘The English papers have given out 
some hints about the arrangements come to with the Amir in regard to the 
frontier question. The Amir is said to have made over to the English his 
sovereignty over many frontier tribes, keeping under his own control only 
those tribes whose subjection to his government he has considered necessary. 


Under this arrangement Chitral will come uuder British sovereignty. But the. 


writer fails to understand what authority the Amir had to place Chitral under 
British control seeing that Chitral always owned the sovereignty of Cashmere. 
However that may be, it is necessary that the delimitation of the frontier 
arrived at should be clearly explained to the public, and it is hoped that the 
arrangements arrived at will set the frontier question at rest once for all. As 
a result of the Amir’s concessions, his Highness’ allowance from the British 
Government has been increased to a perros lakhs. He will also have perfect 
liberty in the matter of importing and otherwise accumulating military stores 
within his country. J — by the European standard, the Amir is only an 


Afghan and an uncivilised ruler, but in this one instance at least he has given 
proof of a most refined political skill. 


II.—Homer ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


5. Inthe Sanjivani of the 25th November a correspondent writes from - 


The police in cholera outbreaks. Simla, Bogra, that since Aswin last cholera has 
been raging in the locality. Every week two or 
three persons are carried off from every village. The local authorities are 


doing nothing to check the progress of the epidemic. It is well known that 


a kind of pill is kept at every police station for administration to poor sufferers, 


but the medicine is doing no good owing to its not being properly distributed. 
The chaukidars are required under the law to inform the police every day of 
any new cases or deaths occurring in the villages. But in many cases they do 
not give the required information for fear of having to proceed to the station 
every day and they represent the deaths from cholera as deaths from fever. The 
police officers too cannot make time to enquire into what is going on, and hence 
the people suffer. 

6. Intho same paper a correspondent writes to say that on Sunday, 


a ie i clean, the oth Agrahayan last, he received information 


7 at about 11 a.m. that several parties of men headed 
by armed havi/dars were cutting the udu straw growing on the Noyan chur at 


‘Barganipur, police station Tollyganj, despite the remonstrances of the people; 
and loading with the same a number of horses they had brought with them. 
The correspondent with two friends went to the spot indicated and found a 
party of 27 or 28 men, with 26 horses and an arme havildar, busil engaged 
in cutting the straw and placing the same onthe backs of the pack horses. 
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The straw that had already been cut might, he continues, be valued at least 
at Rs. 40. Further on he found another party of 30 men similarly engaged. 
At a respectful distance stood several raiyats plaintively requesting the mowers 
to desist, but to no effect. As owing to the heavy rains of this year their crops 
have been destroyed in many places, the raiyats had -been fondly hoping that 
they would meet the zamindar’s dues by the sale of ulu, but that hope too is now 
one. 

: The correspondent further says that on enquiry he learnt that these or 
similarly — parties had also removed the u/u last year, that they had 
severely wounded a durwan in the employ of the zamindar, and that the police 
had not apprehended the culprits on the supposition of their being Government 
servants. ‘This last reason also deters the people themselves from lodging a 
ear, though they are being oppressed and maltreated for 
remonstrating. ‘lhe correspondent adds that he saw the figure and letters ‘‘ 8B. C.” 
(which probably means 8th Bengal Cavalry) on the shoulder strap of one of the 
havildars. The police are indifferent, the zamindars silent, and the raiyats 
dispirited, and hence these oppressions go on unchecked. : 

The correspondent hopes that the matter will reach the ears of the District 
Magistrate and that he will put a stop to the oppressions now going on. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


7. The Pratikar of the 24th November says that the charge in the first 


case which came up before the Berhampore Sessions 
now being held having to be modified, the case 
has been postponed till the 1st December next, and 
the assessors, who are not fonetey residents of the town, will therefore have 
to stay away from home all this time, or, if they choose to return home, will 
have to come again to attend Sessions on the appointed date. This is why 
people in the mufassal fear to be called upen to serve as jurors or assessors. 

8. The Burdwun Sanjivani of the 21st November says that till recently 

petty nuisance cases within the limits of a munt- 
cipality used to be tried by a Bench of the Com- 
missioners, but they have now been deprived of this 
power, perhaps because many of them are drawn from the lowest classes of 
society. It is believed that such cases will now be tried by Honorary Magis- 
trates, as ten new Honorary Magistrates are about to be appointed in Burdwan. 
It is to be hoped, however, that the new men will be educated men of good 
birth and social position. And as they will have to administer English laws, 
it would be better to appoint only English-knowing men. 

9. The Sudhakar of the 24th November says that on the whole the people 
of this country are certainly happy under the 
English Government. That Government makes no 
distinction of high and low, and is always anxious 
to secure peace and justice to the people. But the wickedness of individual 
officials—wickedness, which is effectually checked in the metropolis and in district 
head-quarters, but is rampant in sub-divisions for want of official supervision— 
often proves a cause of the people’s misery. ''The native newspapers are very 
loath to expose the wicked doings of the native Magistrates. There was a strong 
agitation against the oppression committed by Mr. Phillips on Raja Suryya- 
kanta. But there are many black Phillipses in sub-divisions who can commit 
oppression securely because their power is unlimited andbecause there is no one to 
check them. The Sub-Divisional Officer is all in all within his sub-division, the 
zamindars and other influential people are at his beck and command, the police 
is always at his service, and the pleaders and mukhtars are completely under his 
control. There is also never a want of toad-eaters, eager to ingratiate 
themselves with the Sub-Divisional Officer by harassing his enemies. He can 
therefore crush in a moment any newspaper or individual who happens to offend 
or displease him. Many of these Sub-Divisional Officers are men of a licentious 
character, and they rob respectable women of their chastit by holding out 
threats or temptations. Such occurrences are not rare in the mufassal. It is 
therefore very necessary that officers should be Bong in charge of sub- 
divisions with reference not only to their ability and length of service, but also 


Working of the jury system in 
the mufassal. 


New Honorary Magistrates in 
Burdwan. 


Wickedness in Sub-divisional 


Officers. 


PRATIKAR, 
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Nov. 21st, 1893. 
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to their character. The whole population of a’ sub-division often becomes 
extremely miserable on account of a wicked man being placed in charge of it, 
ScLasH Dainix, 10, Referring to the case in-which Mr. Phillips, Magistrate of Monghyr, 
Nov, 27th, 1893. —. 2 detained a man in jail: for ‘several months without 
_, - Mr. Phillips again, =. hearmg his appeal from the sentence of ‘a subor- 
dinate Magistrate, the Sulabh Dainik of the ‘27th November asks whether it is 
under British rule that the people are living, or'is lawlessness prevailing in the 
country? Mr. Phillips ‘has already: been: pardoned in'too many instances, and it 
is hoped that Government will deal out to-him a proper punishment in this 
instance. 4. § be . 7 ee ORE e Oe | ie 


(d)—Hducation. 


Hrravant, 11, A correspondent writes in the Hitavadi of the 28rd November 
Nov, 23rd, 1893. «andthe Deis wath ta the from Palashan, Rayna, Burdwan, to say that there 
Burdwan district. is in the village a middle ‘class ro. Ba school, the 
present condition’ of which is deplorable, owing to 
the highhandednoss and worthblessness of the head-master.and the Secretary’s 
ignorance of English. ‘The school being in receipt of Government aid should 

be supervised by the inspecting officers. = — Se 


(e)—Local Self- Government and Municipal Administration. 


HrTaVADI, 12. Inthe Aitavadi of the 23rd November a correspondent writes from 
Nov. 23rd, 1893. _,,... , Chogdah complaining against the local municipali- 
Pe. pte 7 moat "ty, and fejoeting that all the roads are staaphy tak. 


passable in the rainy season and dangerous in the 
winter owing to the presence of wolves and leopards in the jungles. Cattle are 


being carried off every day. The charitable dispensary, maintained by the 
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municipality, is becoming worse every day. People complain that the 
medicines are nothing but water. — 


iiss ea 13. The Sulabh Daintk of the 25th November says that while Government 


Nov, 25th. 1898. ; . is very anxious about the sanitary improvement of 
—"" cpdition of ‘towns, and especially of the English ane there- 

of, it is utterly indifferent to the wretched condi- 

tion of the villages, the natural water-courses of which have been obstructed by 

railway lines, and where the majority of people live upon inferior and in- 

sufficient meals and drink impure water, or, at any rate, cook food with it. The 


result of all this, and especially of the want of drainage, is that the villagers 


suffer for a considerable portion of the year from malaria and occasionally from 
cholera epidemics. 

But Government is not alone responsible for this insanitary condition of 
the villages. The people themselves are also greatly to blame for this. The 
insanitary condition in which they live is in a great measure due to their 
neglect of the salutary practices enjoined in their religion, to their increasing 
addiction to sexual in ulgence, and to their inordinaté hankering after money. 
The Brahman no longer rises early in the morning, performs his morning devo- 
tions, and goes about plucking flowers for worship. Exhausted by his night 
debauches he now slecps till a late hour of the morning and neglects his old 
salutary religious practices. All classes in the country have now abandoned 
their ancestral occupations, become lovers of luxury, and are overworking them- 
selves in order to secure the resources of luxurious living. The peasant’s son has 


now become a Babu, and ho cannot therefore brave the sun and the weather 
like his hardy father. 


It is no wonder that all classes of people in the country should now be 
suffering from ill-health | 


ana 14. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 26th November says that brisk canvass- 


VARTAVAHA, 


aha Municipal and Government ing for the ensuing elections is going on in the 

Nor. 2th, 1803. offers in Hooghly canvassing for Hooghly Municipality. The law, it is true, forbids 
municipal elections, municrpal officers and Government servants to can- 

vass for votes; but the luw has been set at naught, and both those classes of 


officers are as active in canvassing as other people. The writer will disclose 
their names if they do not stop canvassing, 
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15. The same paper says that the days appointed for the municipal elec- 

eee a ae § & ar b ht gen tel yp? tintis ae ly V1Z.., ; the 27th, 28th. and: 29th 
Pe ates oF She rie Os Bo mt ) ‘wall; seriously inconvenience those who 
oe! by siviteay Jj. ‘wish to be present at the Congress, Government has 
not certainly appaimted.the da ps: in-question with a view of in juring the Congress. 
kt is hoped, thertfore, that, considering that. the new Commisstoners will not 


come into. office :til ‘the; month“ef March or April, Government will alter the 
dates, and appoint. the eldetionsi to:be held inthe month:‘of January, 


16. Speaking: of ~—— _ -. oe ps Dacca Prakash of the 
ger hig sans 4 uNOvemper says that there was no: great cone 

The Dacea Municipal electiond,’ tention this ode he: most of the betane sort af 
people kept away for fear of a recurrence of what had taken place last year, 
when there were great oppressionay; attacké by Muhammadans on such influ- 
ential citizens.as Babus, Chandra Mohan Basak and Pratap Chandra Das in 
Wards Nos. 3 gnd 4,-and escape of the assailants and their encouragement by 
the district authorities. Such was the alarm this year that eighty per cent. of 
the Hindu voters did not present themselves at the polling stations. Corise- 
quently no asrivide distuivanses took place, and the elections passed off without 


any great hitch. Though the number of the Hindu Commissioners elected is 


equal to that of the Muhamniadan Commissioners, there are not many able 
men among them, because able men have nof had the courage to stand forward 
in the face of the combinations \dharmaghata) formed by low class Muham- 
madans. On the other hand, worse, though perhaps, richer men have got 
themselves elected by making friends with the lealers of these parties. As 
a rule the better class Muhammadans do noé join in these combinations, and 
hence their leadership falls on low class or designing men who incite the mob 
in the name of religion to combine against the Hindus. Consequently, it 
becomes easy enough to secure the votes of a large number of people by win- 
ning over to one’s side the leader of that party. In whatever ward sucha 
party or combination has been formed, it has become impossible for a respec- 
table man to stand. ‘ Under these untoward circumstances the people of Dacca 
fear that they will become great losers if the Government does not interfere 
before it is too late and thé mischief is done. , 
17. The sanié paper says that though the members of the District Boar 
a se ae empowered to consider and look into every 
li ~~ item of work connected with them, they are not 
always given opportunities to exercise those powers. 
They cannot look into or examine the records of the Board without the per- 
mission of the Chairman. 


2. ee 


only a few thousand rupees, the Government would be charged by its Engineers 
at least five times that amount. Such misappropriation or extravagance will 
become impossible if the members of the District Boards are allowed to examine 
the records. As a rule lakhs of rupees are annually spent under different 
heads, and the members of the Boards are called upon to decide about the 
budget in only an hour’s time. It is impossible to decide in so short a time and 
with any the least show of justice so many questions as the members are 
called upon to decide, and yet this is what they have to do. 

The writer was present ata meeting of the Dacca District Board as a member, 


and as more than one hour was taken up by the question of sanctioning a road, 


no time could be made for considering the other items of business. “The 
budget may now be passed” was the question next put to the meeting. No 
one spoke either for or against the proposal, and the budget was declared 
unanimously passed. What the other items of business were remained unknown 
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villagers pay the: road cessasusual, = =~. 
80. th 


the Magistrate of Murshidabad of his inability to c 
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t» the members who did not dare to raise any objection. There was. a proposal 
in the budget for ' raising the salary of an employé from Res. 22 to 80, but no 
rdason:was'lassipnied for ‘this sudden increment. The writer remerked in 
engali that 4s‘more ‘than oné-third of the income of the Board went to meet 
the establishment, the legitimate objects of the District. Board were not. ful- 
fiHed, “ahd it ‘was’ therefore rer hd typ to go on increasing the salaries of the 
employés. But this’ Berigaly speech was discounted im this country: of the 
Bengalis; ‘atid the’ Magistrate, who does not know Bengali, talked about other 
things;and tle budget was quietly passed: sii a es 
238. Phe ‘Sulabh ‘Dainik as po os | povembew cannot understand 
cy daisy od Toes st 8 Sehat led the Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta 
The Caleutte Municipal — _to omit in their Annual Administration. Report 
thé: nae ‘of Babu'Gatri Kanta Barman as a claimant in suit re 64, Clive 
Street. °' The writer will also be glad to know the awards, which were. made by 
Babu Radhika’ Pradad Mukherji and Mr. McGregor respectively in -regard. to 
the’ élaim ‘for datiages made by Babu Damodardas Barman in respeat of 55, 
a ie deh ld ee 
‘" (g)--Railioays and communications, including canals and érrigation. : 
“19. “In the Hitavadi of yo 23rd oo” fl cee gee se baat yh ae 
Cae t, Serer Grr RE a, Burdwan, complams of the deplorable 
Réadé in'a Village in the Bu'Awan pone a of the roads, of which not even a“ trace 


a isto 2» .. ¢am be found at places. Several applications for 
reppir have: heen made- to. the District Board, but‘ to no effect, though the 


20 e. Samay of the 24th November says. that native railway © passen- 
Ogeéditon bl aigitve’” sede’ Om. have’ often without’ suffitient cause to snffer 
Bh oa native railway humiliation and rudé'treatment at ‘the hands of 


vege ee. aiiets gogiot vbhe: Buropean and . Paresian ‘employés on’ the 
railways. Indeed, the Earopean and: Kurasian station niasters, ‘ticket’ collectors, 
and guards look upon all: natives of whatever rank: as so’ many‘ beasts, Lately 
a respectable native gentlemen with a female companion was rudely treated by 


the sfation master at Barrackpore. The facts of this case have been fully 
reported to the Indian Deily ‘News :by ‘a Européan'from Purnea who was travel- 


ling in the same train. 


The European and: Burasian passengers; t0o;\ treat their fellow native 
passengers ng better than the ,European and Eurasian railway employés. It is 
true that.in the third and intermediate class carriages separate compartments are 
reserved for Europeans and Enrasians.. But no such distinction being observed 
in the case of the, higher classes of carriages, the native and Kuropean passen- 
gers in those classes often fall out against each other. First’ of alf, European 
and Eurasian passengers in the first and second classes do their best to exclude 
natives from the compartments they occupy. And, failing to do this, they 
begin to tease their native fellow passenger as soon as the train begins to move. 
The native passenger being alone and his opponents numerically strong, he has 
to submit to their outrages in silence. And where he cannot do this, a fight 
generally ensues, and the matter has to be settléd in ‘the law courts. The 
native passenger never gets any redress from the station master when the story 
of the appressign is brought to his notice. For this reason native gentlemen, 
even when holding second or first class tickets, often prefer travelling in a lower 
class; A recent issue of the New India newspaper contains a case of oppres- 
sion of a native passenger by European passengers. Iii'this case, however, 
there was a Mubammadan gentleman in the carriage, who compelled the Euro- 
peans to apologise to the oppressed native gentleman.’ This native gentleman 
was a Government officer of high rank. The case shows how very inconve- 
nient it is for native gentlemen to travel second or first class. It ‘is hoped the 
railway authorities will look to the matter. poe en oe 

ce (h)— General. oe eee 

21, The Pratkdr of the 2ith November makes the following. observa- 

The Resolution on the Annual tions on the Bengal. Government’s. Resolution on 
Administration Report of the the Annual Administration Report of the Presi- 
Presidency Division. dency Division :-— | : frigates nf . 

1.. The Lieutenant-Governor is not satisfied with the explanation given by — 

omplete the prescribed period — 


“Murshidabad that the -opentharided cHarity’of the rich people of the 


-Jabourers, and. adds that 


» taken a prominent part by restraining the Hindus on 
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of tour. But the rains this year were 80 hei - that the Magistrate ought not to: 
The people of Murshidabad - 
who has proved himself very | 


b blamed if he has fallen 8 ort by onl} + 1'3 r a, iy 
sore no reason to complain of their Magistrate, 
kind to the people. ) ie Sete OF 


9. In the Resolution there is nd ‘iention of the total failure of the aus: 


crop in the Murshidabad district owing to thé late excessive rainfall. 


8, The Magistrate thinks that it is‘owing to its silk industry that the poor — 


people of the Murshidabad ‘district aré comparatively better.off. But, consider- 
ing how foreign silk is injuring the indastry of: the digtrict, itis certain that, 
as time passes on, the Magistrate ill have less and less reason to regard the 
condition. ofthe poor with delight. 0 
4. The writer endorses the ‘opinion expressed .by the Magistrate cot 
letrict, 


y. increased ‘the ‘ntmber’ of bagged ¢, thereby reducing the number of 
jt is owing to such, charity that menial servants, 
male and female, cannot be'edsily obtained. | 
5. The Magistrate is glad, but the writer feels concerned, that the rise 
in the prices of paddy:and..wheat in other parts‘of the provincé led to a brisk 
export trade in those commodities from: Mursindabads: }: 8 
92, . The Sahackar of the-22nd:Nevember: says that Ram Kumar Ghosh, a 
os pleader, recently: wrote te the Amrita Bazar Pairtka 
re in the Amrita Bazar about.a quarrel between some Hindus and butchers, 
Prima in, whieh: two Earopean officers were stated to have 


” 


greatl 


A the butchers to.slay the kine in; their-presénos, but this report has been found by 
the’ Lieutenant-Governor, on. enquiry: :te be false. : European officers cannot 


‘ tion,; but, it ig: too much to, believe that 
E act dai 


certain}y. always steer clear of the difficulties which beset them in this connec- 
1p can'so ‘far forget themselves as to 
yhow, it cannot be 


+ any ; avowed... policy; .ef the:tdvbrument. “An 


desirable; that, such ugly, rumours.should , get:afloat, and: the impression that the 


. vy su ie i r _- “el 


re £ xe 8 

| be. It 1s not 
| is not an ext 
/ impelled tqwar 
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liberal school. ‘He isa largé-minded man and is possessed, .0 


a 
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pr + 
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yy 
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‘an 
a 


abr n° and oaTed 978 wedge fay 2h val ibd a 57 AT nbn ees 2 
oe "The Hilavadi of the 23rd. November has the’ followirig 
eer eae ' It is not easy to 
yet a iit 1: Otherwise: of: an: abolition of the: opium traffic will 
“possible to turn sinners into :.sajnts by the force: of law. Virtue 
al thing; it is an internal’ feeling, -One - who feels’ internally 
 Antoxication must ‘have recourse’ to one intoxicant or other. 
There ig a. story, about Auliah Chand Fakir, the founder of the Kurtabhaja sect, 
that as be. was sitting one wei on the banks of the Garigeés, a drunkard reeled 
up towatds him, and at Jast fell overpowered: on his lap.. When he regained his 
consciousness, the Fakir told him that if he must intoxicate himedlf, he should 
have recourse ta. am, intoxication which will never pass off. And from that 


: Eurgpean officials are opposed to, Hindus should’ not certainly be' allowed to get | 


The opium question. 


|| day the drunkard was cured of his drinking propensitics, and took to spiritual 
|| intoxication, which:. never ends. Those. -yeformers who are anxious tO con- 


vert all Indian opium;-eaters into virtuous and pious individuals ought to 


‘ | take note, of:thia story. They ought not to forget that the habit of intoxicating 
F | oneself can only. 


away if it is, replaced by piety or wisdom. If therefore 

the opium traffic 18 abolished, those who now take opium will take to smoking 

ganja or. drinking wing. And the question which should be next decided is, 
be 


Which 1g ‘the | 1 ale 
tespdctively do should be determined by':examming com t medical men. 
. possible to say anything authori- 


Until. therefore these issues are settled, it 1s im 


* a . . _— 


| ) latively about the advisability of abolishing the opium trade. In the opinion of 
} Many medicat men opium is far more innocuous in its effects than either 
e alcohol or ganja, oy 


he last two give rise:to many incurable ‘diseases, but the 


former is quite harmless. Then, again, the quantity of wine taken by a man 


f 


} 88 on increasing, but it is not so with opium. Moderate drinking is a thing 
Bek a i we oe Ac ee ‘ | 3 
» Tare as immrmoderate opium eating. 


24, The Samay of the 24th November has the following:— 
‘} ts coc: «ord Brassey, the President of the 


ok ae lum 
The Opium Commission. 


Commission, is a distinguished politician of thé 


pain of death, and asking — 


ess what the ' advantage or 


tter, opium or alcohol, and the harm’ opium, ganja and alcohol 


great adminis- 


SaHACHaR, 
Nov. 22nd, 1898. 


HrtavaDI, 


"Nov, 28rd, 1898. 


. Bamay, 
Nov. 24th, 1893. 
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trative power. His appointment to the presidentship of the Commission 
is a guarantee that the Commission’s enquiry will be conducted impartially, 
and that un impartial report will be drawn up. His Lordship. has already 
put the people of India under obligation by signifying his objection to 
the proposal to meet the whole cost of the Commission from the Indian 
exchequer. It has been proposed to grant tothe members of the Commission 
a certain allowance besides their travelling expenses. Lord Brassey has refused 
to accept any money on his own account, and has expressed a hope that the 
other members of the Commission will follow his example, 

A statement made by Lord Brassey is, however, very disappointing. His 
Lordship is reported to have said that, whatever the report of the Commission 


_ may be, Government is not likely at present to alter its opium policy. Well, if 


Government has already come to a decision on this point, what is the good of 
wasting money on a Commission at a time of such financial difficulty ? 
Mr. A. Pease is a teetotaller, and always does his best to induce the masses 


- to give up the use of intoxicants. 


Sir J. Lyall and Mr. Fanshawe may both be called offical members, and 
are of course supporters of the Government’s opium policy. me 

Mr. Mowbray is a Conservative member of Parliament, and has not yet 
publicly expressed any opinion about opium. It is true he voted against Sir 
Joseph Pease’s proposal in Parliament, but he remained neutral when the 
question was again raised this year in Parliament. 

Dr. Roberts is a well-known English medical man. He is a doctor rather 
of the old style, and seems firmly to believe that alcohol forms a part of man’s 
diet. He has not, however, so far, expressed himself one way or another in 
regard to intoxicants. And considering that all celebrated medical men in 
England have expressed opinions on the subject one way or another, Dr. 


_ Roberts’ appointment to the Commission must be considered ere happy. 
n 


Mr. H. J. Wilson is a Radieal, and did great service to India as a; member 
of the Commission appointed to enquire into the operation of the Cantonments 
Act in India. He is a man of strong resolves, and in matters o morality 
achieves whatever he sets his heart upon. He has been appointed in Mr. Caine’s 
place, who resigned his seat on the Commission. Those who expressed regret 
at Mr. Caine’s resignation got an assurance from that gentleman that the work 
of the Commission would be far better done with Mr. Wilson as a member than 
with himself. Mr. Wilson is an anti-opiumist. 


The Maharaja of Darbhanga is a member of the reform party in India, 
and the country owes him a debt of gratitude for his services in connection with 
the National Congress, as well as in the Bengal and Supreme Legislative Councils. 
Considering how largely opium is cultivated within his own zamindari, the 
Maharaja must possess considerable knowledge of the drug. His appointment 


to the Commission has therefore been very proper. 


Mr. Haridas Viharidas is the dewan of the Junagurh State, and is a very 
able officer. Indeed, it is to him the Junagurh State owes many of its recent— 
improvements. He is astaunch opponent of the use of intoxicants. It is 
through Mr. Cainc’s exertions that he has been appointed to the Commission. — 


It is clear from this- that the members of the Commission are one and 
all competent men. It may therefore be expected that they will conduct 
the enquiry and draw up their report in a perfectly liberal and impartial spint. 
Most of the members, however, being Europeans, and consequently ignorant 
of the manners and customs of the people, the Commission should be very 
careful in its enquiries. The experience the European members will thus 
vain will be of service to them when they return to England. S 


The Commission will base their report only on the evidence they will 
collect. It is therefore absolutely necessary that everybody, and the public 
associations too, should do their best to produce experienced anti-0 iumists 
as witnesses before the Commission. It should be remembered that the 
Commission will take no new evidence when they once sit down to write their 
report. All anti-opiumists should exert vticate lle to the utmost, for it 1s 
certain that Government will do its best to suppress all evidence of the mischief 
that opium does. The Government has band & supporter in the British Indian 
Association, which holds, though without sufficient data, that the use of opium 


vs. 


ws 
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in moderate doses. and in advanced years prolongs life. The Commission should 
carefully enquire into the point. . E 3 , 
Opium-smoking is far more mischievous than opium-eating. Opium smokers 


‘are complete wrecks, physically as well as mentally. There are very numerous 


opium-smoking dens in the mufassal, and the Commission will do well to visit 
some of them personally. —_ 

25. The Sanjwani of the 25th November has the following :— 

_. Many people are singing the praises of opium 
~ Test a new tax should be imposed on them. But 
will they not call to mind the many cases of suicide by opium poisoning that 
come to their knowledge anti agree to make a little self-sacrifice? Several years 
ago the opium revenue wasaght crores; it has already come down to five 
crores; and it will become less and less. The opium trade is not destined to 
flourish for ever. How then will the Government meet its expenses when the 
opium revenue falls off materially? The export to China is falling, and 
therefore if all the opium grown in the country were eaten in the country itself, 
the whole Indian people would soon become extinct. Surely it cannot be that 
for five crores of rupees the Indian people will consent to die out. 

A new tax is impossible m India. If therefore a revenue of five crores is 
lost to the Government, it will be obliged to reduce the salaries of its high 
officials, to curtail the expenses of the Military Department, to give up its 
present military ardour, and to abolish the dangerous India Council. Twenty- 
four crores are every year remitted from India to England as Home charges, 
and there will surely be a reduction in the remittance. The public need have 
therefore no fear on the score of new taxation. ‘They can only gain instead of 
losing by the abolition of the opium trade. Everybody should therefore speak 
the truth fearlessly, and free the country fromthe use of a drug which makes so 
many thousands of people useless. 


The opium qnestion. 


26. The Bangavast of the 25th November says that the granting of | 


exchange compensation to the European officers of 

al nce ne” Compensation Government has‘ proved too heavy a drain on the 
anne serge exchequer; so much so, that the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Panjab has had to order a suspension of all new public works, 


and all Commissioners and Magistrates have been ordered to: keep a sharp eye 


on every expenditure. But why, instead of doing all this, does not Govern- 
ment transport the whole Indian exchequer, bodily, to: England at once? 

27. ‘Vhe Sulabh Dainik of the 27th November says that, though not a 
“ _ supporter of any form of intoxication, the writer 

Sho Agr qenee cannot vote for the abolition of the opium trade 
before the sale of ganja and spirituous liquor has been stopped. And if the 
abolition of the opium trade cannot be effected without imposing any fresh 
burden of taxation upon the people, the writer will never consent to it, for 
opium does far less harm than either ganja or liquor. It has, however, become 
necessary for Government to keep a sharp eye on the sale of all sorts of intoxi- 
cants. wht the abolition of the opium trade does not increaso the consumption 
of spirituous liquors, and Government can make up for its loss of revenue 
without imposing fresh taxes on the people, then the writer will not object to 
any arrangement that may be arrived at by Government in regard to oprum. 


But whether the opium trade is abolished altogether or not, certain restric- 


tions upon the sale of the drug have become necessary. The present free sale of 
opium has led to an enormous increase in the number of suicides committed by 
swallowing the drug, and it ought not therefore to be permitted. The Commuis- 
sion ought to come to a decision with great judgment and discernment. 
28. The Sulabh Dainik of the 28th November says that guls, which is a 
oo. preparation of opium, and is smoked, does infinitely 
she Oploas Commiation- more harm than simple opium. Indeed, gut smok- 


ers are beasts rather than men. The Opium Commission will do the country 
immense service if they can put a stop to the sale of guilt. 


V1.—MISscELLANEOUS. 


29. The Burdwan Sanjitvant of the ) 
ought to be sorry if the guilty are punished, but 


The Viceroy on cow-slaughter, 


it must be a matter of great regret if the innocent 


SaNJIVant, 


Noy, 25th, 1893, 


BaNGAvasi, 


Nov, 25th, 1898. 


SULABH DALNIK, 
Nov. 27th, 1893. 


SuLaBa Dalnig, 
Nov, 28th, 1893. 


2lst November says that no one Bvapwan Sansivant, 
Nov. 2lst, 1893, 
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are punished as well. That there is so much sorrow in connection with the 
cow-slaughter riots is because many innocent people have already suffered and 
some have even been punished with imprisonment. whee? 

The writer will not enter into a discussion of the guilt or innocence of 
either of the parties; he will only say that if the local officials had been more 
careful beforehand there could have been no riot, nor would there have been so 
many riots if the officials had not shown undue favour to the Muhammadans 
by putting the Hindus to unnecessar trouble. The Viceroy, however, has not 
found fault with these officials. Failing to get at the true cause, he has thrown 
the blame on both Hindus and Muhammadans, and has also thrown out sig- 
nificant hints about the Gorakshani Sabhas. | | 

- The Hindus never demand that cow-slaughter should be put a stop to 
altogether. They know very well that Muhammadans and Christians will 
continue to kill cows; if not for sacrifice, at least for food. They worship the 
bovine race, and they therefore demand that cows should not be slaughtered 
in their presence. And the Viceroy has in a manner admitted that this demand 
of theirs is not altogether unjust. Sl 
Whatever the words the Viceroy has used, a careful perusal of his speech 
will leave no doubt about his real mind. In spite of his effurts to bide it, the 
fact that ho entertains small sympathy with the Hindus hus come out very 
clearly. | 

BAHACHAR, 30, The Sahachar of the 22nd November says in referenee to the doau- 
Nov, 22nd, 1893. as ment unearthed by the Amrita Bazar Patrika, and 
or ee ae bearing on the subject of the prohibition of cow- 
slaughter in 1812 (A.D.) within the territories of the Emperor Shah Alum, that 
the non-interfering English Government should note that the Moghul Emperors 
of Delhi took very great interest in the religion of the Hindus, and that that 
was perhaps the reason why the Maharattas, though in their hey-day, did not 
break the musjid which the bigoted Alamgir built in Benares. 1t.will now be 
secon that there were able statesmen among the Muhammadans, though the 
English scem unwilling to admit that. The writer concludes by saying that if 
the revenue system of Akbar be yet restored, famine will become less frequent 
Sea in the country. | Paes Pe ae 

31. The same paper says that Sir Syed Ahmed is now very sorry to find 

i e oe that even my — See “oy ar ‘by . the 
tow Indians should make them- Fiyuropean officials, and- enquires i e. Syed was 
oe ee me of this when he opposed the Cnbataen. It 

-\is an admitted principle of morality that if one wishes others to respect. him he 
must havo self-respect himself. It is useless to blame the English for nothing. 
There was a time when English soldiers in Scotland treated Scottish ladies 
of birth like so many prostitutes, and when the ancestors of the present Duke 
of Areyll used to treat their countrymen pe as Sir Syed Ahmed is treating 
the ve alg But by their unity the Scotch raised themselves, though numeri- 
cally so inferior. The Syed is mourning for a few drops of blood, but he may 
bo assured that not a drop has been lost. The discoverer of the inductive 
agg was not Bacon, but Shiva; that blood circulates was tald,' not by 

r. Harvey, but by the same Hindu god. In the same way the world 1s 
indebted for science, and everything else to the Aryans, who are also numerically 
very strong. If, therefore, they act like the Scotch, it will be impossible for 
Anglo-Indian officials to treat them with the imperiousness of conquerors. | 

An Englishman will give everything to him whom he respects, Let the 
English be therefore made to feel that the Indians are thoroughly trustworthy, 
and possess a sense of self-respect which they would by no means abandon 
and there will be trouble no more. : 

BaNACHaR, 32. Tho samo paper says that lately a Europcan civilian wrote a letter 
Hees to the Morning Post describing the punishment of a 

ie op 2 sana Press andthe ~=mukhtar by Mr. White, a Magistrate. The mukhtar 

re was Cross-cxamining a witness and was repeatedly 

-asked to stop. As he would not, the Magistrate ordered him to stand ina 

corner of the court-room with his shoes on his head and a chaprasi near at hand 

to throw him down on his back and sit on his chest if either of the shoes 

slipped down. The mukhtar complained, and there was a departmental enquiry, 

but it ended in nothing. At tho time this matter was under consideration, 
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Lordship's hospitality, and moulded him like a lump of clay. 
as 
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the present Chief Secretary to the North-Western Provinces Government and 
the present Commissioner of Baraich were present, aud they enjoyed the fun. 


The writer asks whether native Magistrates, Hindu or Muhammadan, would - 


not be far better than such civilians. No native civilian can possibly amuse 
himself like this English Magistrate by keeping an Indian standing with his 
shoes on his head. 3 

The correspondent of the Morning Post must have imbibed this unEnglish 
disposition from the writings of the Pioneer and papers of that ilk who never 
lose an opportunity of abusing the natives of the soil. The writer goes on to 
say that he regrets he does not feel the same respect for the Anglo-Indian press 
that he formerly had. Natives are often punished most severely; but never 
does an Anglo-Indian paper raise its voice against such punishments, though 
light punishments are commented upon. When a European is charged with 
an offence, the Anglo-Indian papers keep themselves silent till the accused is 
apprehended, and then efforts are made on all sides to save him. The other 
day several soldiers ran after two women, but were baulked of their prey by a 
gate-keeper, whom one of them shot dead. Nothing was said at the time in 
the Pioneer and other Anglo-Indian papers ; but when a man named Astor was 
arrested as the murderer, instantly the Anglo-Indian press took up cudgels in 
his behalf, whilst Anglo-Indian writers began to suggest every manner of 
defence, some saying the deceased wanted to stab the prisoner, who 
shot him in self-defence, others saying that there was a quarrel over some 
monetary transaction, and others yet holding that the deceased was a procurer 

and there was therefore a quarrel. oe : oe 
83. The same paper says that ever since his arrival in this country Lord 
Lansdowne has not done a single act to give the 


The administration of Lord people delight or relief of any kind. To the best of 


eae cn the writer’s recollection His Lordship has not exer- 


 _ased his poerogesice of mercy in a single case or granted the appeal of a single 


native official, He came as an alten and as an alien he 1s about to go away. 
He is a Lord—an influential zamindar ee a Hate it might be sup- 
osed that he should have some sympathy with the Rajas and zamindars of India. 
he petition of the people of the Berars contained 50 items, buf not one of 
thera was considered by His Excellency just or reasonable. Many meetings 
were held, protests entered and petitions sent up in connection with the 
Bihar Cadastral Survey; the Lords of England too have raised objections 
in Parliament ; but Lord Lansdowne has stuck to his original *‘No.” It could 
not be expected of Lord Lansdowne that he would be a supporter of the 
Congress. Lord Dufferin, however he may have thought in his mind, did at 
least invite the leading men of the country to come to him, and consulted them 
on important questions. The present Viceroy has not done this. He oor to 
Simla like a ‘purda Bibi,’ and, while there, can be approached only by 
European - officials and a few select European gentlemen. Even the Emperor 
of China can be seen by his subjects once a year, but not se his Excellency. 
He only speaks a few words when there is a likelihood of his getting an address 
from a large town like Agra. 


His Excellency’s Agra speech is good, though it betrayed not the least trace | 


of sympathy. Lord Lytton was one of the worst Viceroys that ever came out 
to India. lated, so strong was public opinion against him that the Duke of 
Devonshire once said in Parliament that there were inhim all the shortcomings 
which a Viceroy should not have. And yet people believed that if any gross 
oppression was committed, Lord Lytton would interfere, as he interfered in the 


Fuller case. The present Viceroy has a pretty large number of European 


hangers-on or toadies, who crowded the Viceregal lodge to Eariete of = 
or the country 


which paid him so much money he has done nothing that can make 
his name memorable. There is not in Indiaa single oppressed family that 
blesses him. | 


_ In Canada he was powerless like the bulkhead of a vessel. If he had acted 
in the same way here, that would have been better appreciated. But as it is, 
from the Kashmir affair down to the grant of the compensation allowance, there 
have been many instances in which he has done harm. Every time that people 
have memorialised him against a Provincial Governor ora local officer, they have 
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not only been disappointed, but have also been subbed. In short, during his 
five years’ administration, Lord Lansdowne has not done a single act calculated 
to do the country good. He has spent all his time thinking of the frontier which, 
however, he leaves in a worse plight, if possible. When the people of the 
country pray for a separation of the judicial and executive functions, they aro 
gravely assured that there isno money. But no such excuse is ever put forth 
when the question is one of raising the salaries of European or Eurasian officers. 
The European bankers have been granted compensation in view of the currency 
legislation ;-the native bankers have not; and im this connection His Excellency 
has been censured by even the Anglo-Indian press. The Indian Association 
enquired why compensation should be allowed to Eurasians or Europeans who 
have declared themselves to tho effect that they have adopted India as their 
country; but not even the common courtesy of a reply was vouchsafed. A 
survey of Lord Lansdowne’s administration leads to the conclusion that he is 
very deficient in his knowledge of India, that he has never tried to acquire 
the necessary knowledge, that he has been guided all through by European 
Officials, nk that he has never regarded the people of India as human beings. 
Since the foundation of the British Empire in India, such a Viceroy never 
came out, nor, it is prayed, may such a Viceroy be ever sent out from England, 
34. According to the Hitavadi of the 23rd November, it is not true 
Sis instiein ts thas, lad that the Hindus, as Europeans generally say, 
AES ILEISESS* ——— Nhold Miechchhas in such contempt that , i 
not mix freely with the latter. He is not a Hindu who feels contempt for 
any created thing and makes distinctions of country, caste, or religion. Racial, 
religious and social distinctions there have ever been and ever will be. And 
the Hindu is able to realise this more fully and clearly than any other person. 
The Hindu believes his gods to be not only his gods, but the £ods of: every- 
body and the gods of the universe. And this is why the Hindu does not try 
to convert men of other persuasions to his own. It it therefore clear that 
the Hindu cannot be influenced by ill-feeling or animosity against the 
followers of other religions, But it is nevertheless possible for him, under 
culiar circumstances and in this place or that, to be influeuced by uncharitable 
eelings towards others. It is not improbable that by mixing with Muham- 
madans and Christians the Hindu may imbibe a little of their characteristic 
narrowness and uncharitableness. The Hindus do not themselves care to 
wound the religious feelings or interfere with the religions of others, and ‘they 
do not also relish the idea of being so treated by others. Muhammadans and 
Christians have never respected this feeling of the Hindus, but have made 
every effort to destroy their religious scruples,—the former by force of arms, 
the latter by stratagem. This treatment has led the Hindus to retaliate, a 
feeling of animosity being fostered by political strife or rivalry. 

If the white Sahebs had not treated the black natives with contempt in 
public and in private, if they had not insulted the latter so often, and if 
they had not made a needless boast of their superiority, it may fairly 
be presumed that this feeling would never bave been engendered. Half a 
century ago Hindus and Christians used to live on terms of greater cordiality 
than they do now, and yet the former were more observant of their religion 
and customs. And if this be true, it cannot be just to blame the Hindus for the 
present breach between them and the Muhammadans. Even now whenever 
any Englishman comes forward to take the native cordially by the hand, he 1s 
at once lionised. This is why the Hindus worshipped Lord Ripon and Mr. Hume 
when the latter wereamong them. It is a trait inthe Hindu character that they 
can part with their everything in order to serve or please those who love them. 

35. Referring to the Viceroy’s reply to the prayer of the Bengalis in 
ee _ Rangoon asking for the free grant of a piece of land 
ae Somes and the Bengalis for the erection of a temple, the Banganivasi of the 
: 24th November asks, what better could have been 
expected from a Viceroy who struck a blow at the very root of the Hindu 
religion by passing the Consent Act? — 
36. ‘The same paper has the following :— | 
rere -_ Our women incessantly give birth to male 
ene «want of self children for no other purpose than that the latter 
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from Christian missionaries, and they bring forth female children with on other 
object than that such children may be taught and bred up—in schools in 
infancy, at home in youth—by zanana missionaries. Our only trouble with our 
children ends with the pains of pasturition with which they are ushered into 
the world, and we leave all care for their education and bringing up to the 
missionaries. If, as a result of this excellent arrangement, our children go 
astray—tf they are found to have no faith in their own religion and to behave 
wickedly, we revile the missionaries withoufmeasure, and we revile them 
with an unblushing countenance for this unfortunate result. And yet we 
expect to be respected by civilised peoples! 

Our women incessantly bring forth children lest, by the disappearance of 
the Bengali race from the face of the earth, the dominant face should lack men 
to serve them. There is certainly no other need for the existence of the race. 
We learn English for the convenience of our masters, and Hindi and Uriya 
for the convenience of our servants. As for higher Bengali learning, we 
leave all such things to Messrs. Beames and Grierson, for have not our own 

andits demonstrated in the most convincing manner that toteach Bengali 
in the F, A. and B. A. classes would be to offer an insult to high education? 
And yet we expect to be respected by civilised peoples. er 


Our renowned antiquarian, the late Raja Rajendra Lala Mitra, spent the 
whole of his valuable life in the study of antiquities. And what was the 
golden fruit of that study? Why, the rescue from oblivion of the old history 
of the palki-bearing Uriya people? As for the history of his own forefathers, 
as well as of the entire Aryan race, he went up to heaven leaving that 
task to Messrs. Wheeler, Hunter and Marshman, I[s it any wonder that, m 
these circumstances, English historians should write that seventeen horse- 
men conquered the whole of Bengal, and that only three centuries before 
the commencement of Muhammadan rule there was no such people on earth 
as the Bengalis? And this is the precious history to learn me we send our 
children to school and which we make them commit to memory lest truths so in- 
valuable should bé lost in oblivion! Any other people than the Bengalis would 
have kicked out such histories. But what have we Bengalisdone? We bad 


better say nothing about that. And yet we expect to be respected by civilised 


peoples ! 

Ask any Bengali—‘‘ Well Babu, wherein are you superior to the European 
‘nations ?”—and the Babu will straightway lift his head high, incline his neck till 
it looks like an arch and answer in a loud voice and with flashing eyes:— 
“ Why, the half-civilised Europeans acknowledge with bent heads the superiority 
of our philosophy and religion.” Ask the Babu for proof, and he will point to 
the German Max Muller, to the Russian aevelesy and to the American Olcott. 
But what will become of en proof if these. scholars change their views, as 
they sometimes do? The Babu has nothing for a reply. And yet we expect to 
be respected by civilised peoples ! . i | — 

The Bengali educates himself only to secure clerkships. He learns 
mathematics in order to calculate. But the proverb ‘fortune dwells in trade’ 
is honoured by him only in essays, speeches and newspaper articles and never 
in practice. ‘The Bengali will not risk 50 rupees even if he can make 500 rupees 
by the outlay. But he will be beside himself with joy if he can earn 50 rupees 
a month by working hard from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. under an English merchant and 
on a deposit of 5,000 rupees. Who shall say after this that the Bengali is not 
a very clever man? And this is the nation that expects to be respected by com- 
mercial peoples ! | 

‘A Swiss named Father Damien devoted his life tothe service of foreign 

lepers. The Prince of Wales erected a memorial to him with English money. 
But there are many god-like and self-sacrificing Bengalis who are an honour 
to their race, and who, in order to devote their precious lives to the service of 
their countrymen, have left home and family and sacrificed all wordly comforts 


and have departed this life, some in foreign lands, some in charitable dispen- | 


saries, and some in civil jails. But the Bengalis who have adorned the whole 
Calcutta maidan with statues of foreign statesmen and worthies have consigned 
the memory 0% these Bengali patriots to oblivion. And this ungrateful race 


expects to be respected by civilised peoples! 
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Touched by the cruel kidnapping of coolies, the educated, sympathetic and 
philanthropic Bengali deluges the country with tears, with long articles in 
newspapers, and even pesters members of Parliament with petitions. But he 
himself sells his children publicly in the matrimonial market in broad daylight 
and with an unblushing countenance. And yet this race of butchers expect to 
be respected by civilised peoples ! 

Lord! Lord ! those who have never learnt to respect anybody save those 
who wear English badges of respectability, those who value anti-Bengali news- 
papers conducted by foreigners more than newspapers conducted by their own 
countrymen—those who honour Raja Bahadurs (men without education who 
hate their own country and are partial to foreigners) more than educated, 
patriotic and self-sacrificing Bengalis, expect to be respected by the most 
civilised people on earth! Surely, we must not expect to be respected by any 
civilised people so long as we do not learn self-respect ourselves. 

37. The Bangavasi of the 25th November says that in his Annual 
Administration Report the Commissioner of the 
Presidency Division has been obliged to admit that 
the condition of the middle class people in the 
Division is growing worse every year. But, considering that the Presidenc 
Division is the best educated and most enlightened in Bengal, how will the 
authorities account for this state of things ? 


38. The same paper ye that.three men and one women were the other 

ay convicted at the Howrah Criminal Court for 
dacoity at Sibpur, and asks, did not Mr. Grierson 
boast in his Annual Report that the very name of 
theft was forgotten in his district? And if Mr. Grierson is so confident about 
the security of the lives and property of his subjects, where is the need for 
keeping up the police and the courts in the district ? 


39. The same paper says that the Bengalis and other Hindu residents of 

angoon requested Lord Lansdowne to make rent- 
free the piece of land on which the Hindu temple 
stands as a similar concession has been made to 
other religionists in Rangoon. The Viceroy, however, did not grant their 
prayer. Government often accuses others of sowing the seeds of disloyalty in 
this country forgetting that it is itself which is giving a shock to the people’s 
old idea of what royalty should mean. 


40. The same paper says that cholera of a virulent type has been 
raging since October last in Naopara and thirty 
neighbouring villages in the Kushtia sub-division 
of the Nadia district. But no medical advice is available, except what can be 
obtained of an amateur homeeopath, who is distributing medicines gratis. Unless 
Government speedily sends medical aid, the villages will be absolutely ruined. 


41. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 26th November is glad that at least 

at the time of leaving this country Lord Lansdowne 
has, by his words, been able to re-assure the minds 
of the Indian people. Indeed, his Lordship’s Agra speech has been most 
opportune and just. It isa matter for congratulation to the Hindus that His 
Excellency has at last understood that it requires two to make a quarrel. The 
writer has all along been saying this, and the Viceroy has at length supported 
the writer’s view. 

As for the Gorakshani Sabhas, Government cannot exercise too much care 1n 
uccepting as true the accusations which are brought against them by beef- 
eaters, who heartly dislike the Sadhus, and will always be ready to discredit 
them in the eyes of the public. 

The Viceroy seems to be labouring under a mistake in regard to the 
accusations brought by the people against the Government in connection with 
the cow-slanghter quarrels. The people never intended to accuse the Govern- 
ment of India or its higher officials. But the conduct of the lower officials left 
the people no alternative but to accuse them of exciting the quarrels. It is 
beyoud question that the lower officials do not always act justly and impartially 


towards. the people. And the treatment received by Raja Suryyakanta at the 
hands of Mr. Phillips-is an illustration in point. | | | ) 


The middle classin the Presi- 
dency Division. 


Mr. Grierson’s characterisation 
of his district. 


The Viceroy and tho Hindus of 
Rangoon. 


Cholera in the Nadia district. 


The Agra speech. 


d oe . ie ns A n¥ - aoe . het en ts te or? aie a eet . owt eo ~ 
BRO A Oe ie, ORE Se a Pe RR ee Ee Oe Me EE eee eT, eee ee ee ee 
>a a> ; ve : he So aire : PA IES, t > 
ee ee ee le ° ‘ S 


as Te Pe ‘ 3 ante 
« ga - - Je, Dd a, te 

8 Panes: Ce Ca Va 
woe oes nee a GRC stay cP hc 


a. Sah aD a, ‘. ] ee oy . —. - * nf « . af Sn 
ASAT RN = ae ri $ MP PS Fs sees be oY = Ret > Ls De 4 SSAA ee ae ae < ee . 4 
: : ” . oe Na Fig eee, Pe “ Te Pee bee eee cbr tie tae SS Wise “ fe vs. tint, is ~ ” i a tia # bn " r ’ ae re ds on +. 
—- ‘ . » & eS oe ae oF Me a | wé * : y . - “ ye ; v are . ~. ‘ RS ok * >. ¥ ).6 4 m 
ee eee ee eee ee eS ae . ~ / id ie fe ABR oH oes N ; ‘ j 


ss > 
NM oe”, ee 
tn RS 

et eR Tate a cay Pape 0? Hog 


( 1023 ) 


42. The Darussalianaé and Urdu Guide of the 27th November says that the Darvssactaxat anp 


jirman against cow-slaughter, which is said to have 
: been issued by the Emperor Shah Alum, and which 
is just now being made so much of by the Hindu newspapers, does not after 
all appear to be a genuine document, It is not in the form and style of other 
firmans issued by the same Emperor, nor do the officials whose signatures it 
purports to bear appear to have lived during Shah Alum’s reign. 


43, The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 27th November says that 

The present relation between the Englisn do not now feel the same affection and 
Englishmen and natives. regard for their native subordinates which they used 
todo before. Not that they have banished these feelings entirely from their 
minds, but they now feel very much less affection. English-knowing natives too 
do not look to European officers for patronage so much as their fathers and grand- 
fathers did. This breach between the ruler and the ruled—between the master 
and the servant—is evidently due to the clamours of the destitute and the 
incitement of the well-to-do English-knowing sections of the community. What 
its consequences will be need not now be speculated upon, but it is clear 
that this breach is responsible for many awkward occurrences. 


Tie Moghul /firman against 
cow-slaughter. 


wherever Europeans and natives meet. ‘The English are no longer the ma bap 
of the people: they are now simply rulers. The present system of Government 
and the treatment of natives by the English proclaim this change, There wasa 
time when Europeans used to help their native friends and subordinates in danger 
and distre-s with kind advice and money, but those days are gone. There is now 


no intercourse between natives and Europeans beyond what business requires, Of 


course there are still some, a very small number of Englishmen, who are as kind 
and generous as their predecessors, but there can be no doubt that the majority 
of Englishmen in these days are anti-native. During the late dugr-ecd riots man 

Europeans said many things, nearly all of which, to be sure, came of ill-feeling. 


As a result of this breuch, some Englishmen try to harass natives, for it is a trait 


in the English character to put down with a strong hand anything that is consi- 
dered wrong or improper. Now, Englishmen have come to regard educated natives 
as insolent and haughty, and they are therefore trying to crush the latter. They 
do not, however, seem to realise that along with the guilty they are punishing 
the innocent, and that for this reason uneducated but submissive people are 
suffering along with the haughty and the insolent, This want of good feelin 
between natives and Europeans may lead to disastrous results. But wit 
whomsoever the fault may lie, there can be no doubt that the natives suffer 
most in consequence of this breach, for they are the conquered and their 
opponents are the conquerors, Not that the English are suffering no harm— 
for its looks as if English might has become a shade less overawing, as if tho time 
for absolutism in Government is gone. The English themselves taught their 
language to the natives, and now they are angry because the latter have at all 
learnt it. This looks inconsistent; but the English apparently want natives to 
learn only as much English as their rulers wish them to. But this cannot be; as 
the educated natives, though they do not at once become thoroughly anglicised, 
forget themselves and their position so far and become so intoxicated with their 
semi-English ideas, that they act like so many apes in human shape. 


Those who first sowed the poisonous seed, namely the English, will remain 
practically unhurt and the effects of the poison will have to be felt by those 
to whom it has been administered and that from generation to generation. 


44. The Sulabh Dainik of the 30th November has the following :— 

Sir Charles Elliott was our Governor only a 
little while ago. In his desire to be rigorous and 
severe he forgot a Governor's ony of protecting his people and he wanted only 
to repress them. It was a cardin principle of his administration that every 
accused person must be punished and 70d per cent. of convictions became the 
rule in the criminal courts during his rule. Under him the magisterial officers, 
somehow or other, began to believe firmly in ‘‘No conviction, no promotion,” 
and they did not also fail to act upon this Eee. But on his appointment to 
the Officiating Lieutenant-Governorship 51 


Sir Antony MacDonnell. 


ir Antony MacDonnell put a stop to 
this state of things. The Magistrates are now able to perform their judicial 


Urnvu GCIbs, 
Nov. 27th, 1893, 
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CHANDRIKA, 
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So deep is this 
feeling of estrangement gradually becoming that its existence becomes visible 
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duties in a perfectly independent _— All honour to you, Sir Antony Mac- 
Donnell, for during your brief administration justice has regained her feacas. 
the Magistrates have recovered their judicial independence, and the principle of 
protecting the people bids fair to be again recognised. 

Under Sir Charles Elliott the Civilians became the pets of Government, 
They recieved no censure whatever even for their grossest misdeeds. Mr, 
Phillips committed great oppression upon Raja Suryyakanta with ng im- 
munity. Not a word of censure was uttered against him in Sir Charles Elliott’s 
resolution in that case. On the contrary, he was allowed leave to conduct his 
case against the Raja. But Sir Antony has not wished to wink at Mr. Phillips’ 
illegal proceedings. Foreseeing what the result of the Raja’s suit against 
Mr. Phillips would have been, he compelled that officer to apologise to the 
Raja. Thus under the Officiating Lieutenant-Governor the cause of justice has 
been upheld and wickedness has been adequately punished. All honour to 
you, Sir Antony MacDonnell, your deep insight, your love of justice, your 
orderly administration and your conscientiousness will always keep your memory 
fresh in the minds of these 80 millions of people and your praise will be sung 
every where. , 

The putting down of Mr. Phillips is not your one glorious achievement, 
Mr. Radice, of Balasore, who subjected the local zamindar, Radhasyam Maha- 
patra, to inhuman oppression from vindictive feelings and in defiance of law and 
morality, has been punished by you. You have sternly put down lawlessness 
and oppression. We know not in what terms to bid you adieu today. Your 
generosity and strict impartiality will always keep you enshrined in the hearts 
of the people. | ee 

Before your. time Governors used to criticise the proceedings of the judicial 
officers. By your resolution you have rendered this henceforward impossible. 
Thus you have shown real respect for justice and facilitated the doing of justice. 
We are really grateful to you for the many good rules which you have made 
during your bricf term of office. 

Sir Charles had great faith in tours, and he was also an expert tourist. We 
for ourselves think that a happy medium between incessant touring and no 
touring renders an administration successful. Sir Charles never recognised the 
truth of the familiar English proverb ‘familiarity breeds contempt.” But you 
recognised the truth of this proverb, and therefore showed little inclination to 
run over or round the country. You did not at the same time abstain entirely 
from touring. By your moderation in this respect you showed yourself a true 
statesman. Lengal will always remain grateful to you for your administrative 


polic 


But all your virtues have not saved you from Anglo-Indian criticism. © 
A poct has said that not a virtue but malice can prove it a vice. ‘To the mali- 
cious a hero is but a rash man, a simple man but a hypocrite, a liberal 
man one who delights in ostentatious charity, an orator a garrulous talker, 
and a silent man a dunce. You have during your brief tenure of office 
made good rules, protected the good, put down the bad, shown respect for 
truth and justice and given delight to 70 millions of people. But your 
righteousness, your honesty, and your justice have been condemned by the 
small number of Anglo-Indians in this country. They accuse you of having 
destroyed the prestige of Government. They characterise your punishment 
of Mr. Phillips as an act of highhandedness; and they abuse you for the 
lesson you have taught Mr. Radice. An Anglo-Indian correspondent of 
the Morning Post newspaper has condemned your administration and tried 
to prove you an incompetent Governor. But, Sir Antony MacDonnell, you 
need not be sorry for all this. The world knows what malice is. Envious troops 
of firo-flies seck to outshine the moon by soaring higher and higher, and many 
a man defiles the holy Ganges with filth and ordure, but neither the moon nor 
the sacred river suffers any harm for this. Such doings only prove the worth- 
lessness of the doers, Go, then, you generéus soul! leaving the throne of Bengal. 
But your connexion with Bengal does not cease with your leaving that throne. 
The oftico which you will now hold will bring you into closer connection with 
India. Weare sure that wherever you may be you will always look upon 
poor India with a kindly eye. We lid you adieu to-day with heartfelt sorrow 
und tearful eyes. But in whatever sialaaiae we be, we shall always remember 
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you and sing your praise with uplifted hands. We sincerely pray to God that 
you may become an object of adoration to the people of India and gain 


immortal glory by hag keeping to the path of duty in the manner you have - 


done in Bengal. May God bless. you! 


Urtiya Papers. 


45, The Samvadvahika of the 12th October reports that a man-eating . 


tiger has killed several men and women of mauza 
Kharpur in Killa Nilgiri, and that the villagers are 
on that account so terror-stricken that they fear to go to their fields even in 


A man-eater. 


day-time. The writer therefore exhorts the Nilgiri authorities to kill the tiger 


at once. . ) | 
46. The Utkaldipika of the 14th October is sorry to learn that the steps 
leading to the tanks in the Cuttack Commissioner’s 


Unsafe condition of the tanks . " pag 
compound are in a dilapidated state, and that a 


within the Cuttack Commis- 
sioner’s compound. 
on that account.. 
47. The same paper has been informed that the residents of mauzas 
Distress in some mauzas in Daspur, Chainpur, Kamagur, &c., situated on the 
Orissa. banks of the Bura and the Baiturni, are in great 


distress on account of their houses having been carried away y high floods in 
8 


at a high level 


those rivers and on account of water remaining in their fie 
without any egress. 


48. ‘the Samvadvahika of the 2nd November strongly objects to the. 


Abolition of certain outposts in abolition of certain outposts in the Balasore district 
the Balasore district. on the ground that it must lead to an increase of 
crime and to consequent insecurity of life and property. 

49. The Utkaldipika of the 4th November suggests the appointment of 
a few old and experienced officers, natives of 
Orissa, to carry on the Settlement work in Orissa. 
50. A correspondent of the same paper reports that the residents of 
Makundpur, Bhimrajpur, Sankhmuha, Rameswar, 
Patua, Chahapara and Padhanpara in pargana 
Padmapur in district Cuttack, will be obliged to leave their homes if the 

‘ollector of that district does not take any step to complete the embankment 
already begun on the bank of the Birupa, and to allow the water that collects 
on a field called the Jamuna Pat and measuring not less than three thousand 
mans of land a speedy outlet. 


Uriyas in the Orissa Settlement. 


The Birupa embankment. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengals Translator. 
BeNGALL TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, | ) 


The nd December 1893 
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girl, who was bathing in one of them, was drowned . 


SAMVADVARIKA, 
Oct, 12th, 1893. 


UTKAL Dirika, 
Oct. 14th, 1893. 


UTKat DIPtKa. 


SaMVADBAHAKA, 
Nov. 2nd, 1898, 


UtKaL DIPIKa, 
Nov. 4th 1898, 7 


UtTKaL DIptka. 
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